How to Launch Your
Podcast - Day 2

Joe Casabona // Host of How | Built It // casabona.org/ithemes-podcast/



Day 2: Creating Your Website



What We’ll Cover

Day 1

Topic

Show Format

Gear

Recording / Saving
Editing

Transcripts
Artwork

Other Helpful Tools

Day 2

Why a Website?

Podcast Feed

Hosting / Installing WordPress
Designing the site

Getting Audio Hosting
Finding the Right Plugin
Publishing

Submitting



A Podcast Needs a Home



A Podcast Needs a Home

e Podcasts should have a website
e They allow for a central place for content, RSS*, and Canonical Links**

e Setting Up a good website for your podcast can help it grow

*Really Simple Syndication - needed to get your podcast on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, and more

**The one true source for your content.



The 6 Things You
Absolutely Need.

A Good Domain
Good Hosting
WordPress

The Right Theme
A Podcast Plugin

Great Content



1. A Good Domain



Choosing the Right Domain

.com or .fm (in this specific case)

Make it short (11 characters or fewer)

Make it speakable

Make it memorable - try to match the show name

Have alternates available



2. Good Hosting



Choosing Good Hosting

e Easy WordPress Setup
e Good Support

e Let's Encrypt for SSL
e Backups

e Should be Different from Media/Audio Hosting



Why Separate Audio Hosting?

e Specialization means faster downloads
e If your site goes down, your podcast won’t
e Advanced Analytics

e Custom (or customizable) audio players



The Good Audio Hosts

Libsyn

Bluburry

Castos (Killer WP integration)

Simplecast (All-in-One solution)



Relative Newcomer:
Anchor.fm



You should avoid:

Soundcloud



Recommendation:
Libsyn or Castos



3. WordPress



Why WordPress?

e Streamlines entire website setup process
e Used by over 30% of web

e Strong community

e Great tools for podcasting

e Easily add blog, shop, or community as well
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¢ Creator Courses: Task-driven courses to help you learn by doing. Use BUILDIT
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NEXT EPISODE

There are no scheduled episodes right
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WHAT IS HOW | BUILT IT?

On How | Built It, Joe Casabona interviews
product owners and developers to see how they
built specific products, from idea to execution.
Each week a new guest will talk about his or her
process, launching, and evolving the business

over time.

SUBSCRIBE!

@

on Apple Podcasts

Q



4. A Good Theme



How to Pick a WordPress Theme

e Determine the features you need

e Decide if you want to go free or paid

e Find a Credible Source (wordpress.org, studiopress.com are 2)
e Look for flexible!

e Test afew out



Recommended (free): Astra

Available in the WordPress Theme Repository




Recommended (paid):
Monochrome Pro

...or anything by StudioPress: https://studiopress.com



5. A Podcast Plugin



Evaluating Podcast Plugins

e Consider if your podcast host has a WordPress plugin

o  Also, have a separate audio host for your podcast

e Make sure it has Apple Podcast compliant RSS feeds
e Look at the features - how customizable is everything?

e Does it play nice with other themes and plugins?



The Good Plugins

e Seriously Simple Podcasting

e Powerpress

Podcast Episode Details

Episode type:
®) Audio Video

Podast file:

Upload the primary podcast file or paste the file URL here.

Duration:

Duration of podcast file for display (calculated automatically if possible)

File size:

Size of the podeast fie for display (calculated automatically if possible).

Date recorded:

The date on which this episode was recorded,
Mark this episode as explicit
Block this episode from appearing in the iTunes & Google Play podcast libraries.

iTunes Episode Number:

The iTunes Episode Nurmber. Leave Blank If None.

iTunes Episode Ti

le (Exclude Your Series / Show Number):

The iTunes Episode Title. NO Series / Show Number Should Be Included,

iTunes Season Number:

The iTunes Season Number. Leave Blank If None.

iTunes Episode Type:

Please Select M

Select podcast file |

Podcast Episode

Media URL

File Size

Duration

Poster Image

iTunes Subtitle

iTunes Author

Meta Marks

B Verify URL

ISP EE R PLYTISREL M Don't have Blubrry Podcast Media Hosting? Learn More

Do not display meda links
) Auto detect file size
Specify. in bytes
) Auto detect duration (mp3's only)
Specify: HH : MM : SS
Not specified

eg. hitps/examplecom/path/tofimagejog =

Poster image for video (mdv, mpd, ogy, webm, etc.)

Your subtitle may not contain HTML and cannot exceed 250 characters in length. Leave blank to use the first 250 characters of your excerpt, or blog post if no excerpt is set.
Podcasting SEO Suggestion: Wite something concise and compelling that includes keywords not mentioned in the episode title.

Leave blank to use post author name.
Podcasting SEO Suggestior: Include talent names and nicknames not mentioned in the episode fitle.

Add Meta Mark



Recommendation:
Seriously Simple Podcasting



Hands-on Time!



Special Offer - Free Workbook

I’m working on a podcasting workbook - be
one of the first ones to get it when it
launches later this week. Sign up Today at

casabona.org/ithemes-podcast/



https://creatorcourses.com/podcast-website/
https://creatorcourses.com/podcast-website/

'Eanks for
Watching!

I’'m Joe Casabona, a Developer,
Teacher, and Podcaster.
Find me at https://casabona.org

Any Questions?



https://casabona.org

